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The History of the European Union

World War two devestated europé. Houses where destroyed and the economy was very bad. Two French statesmen: Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman believed that France and Germany must work together to improve their economy. In 1950 Schuman proposed the creation of the European Steel and Coal Community (ECSC). Membership was proposed to Germany, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. Along with France five other countrys became members of the ECSC. They signed a treaty in Paris 1951, the ECSC was established in August 1952. However the British government did not join.

In June 1955 the foreign ministers of the sis countrys looked into the possibitys to have further economic integration. This effort resulted in the Treaties of Rome in March 1957, this created the European Economic Community (EEC) and the Eurpean Atomic Energy Community (Euratom). Euratom was to very little importance since all of the goverments kept control over their nuclear power.

The EEC mandated for a 12 year period. The EEC eliminated the trade barriers among the member nations and created a policy for maintaining and supporting agriculture. In responce to the EEC, The UK and six other non-EEC countrys formed the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) in 1960. In 1961 the EEC had a big economic success and U.K. began negotiating towards a membership. In January 1963 the French president Charles de Gaulle voted British membership, partly because of U.K.’s close relations to the United States.

The EEC was gradually improved, and the three communitys (EEC, ECSC and Euratom) became the European Community (EC) in July 1967. There where not many improements made to the EC. However when the french president De Gaulle resigned in May 1969. The new president Georges Pompidou was more open to suggestions for the EC.
 At Pompidou’s suggestion a meating of all the leadres of the member states was held in The Hague in December 1969. This summit made the way for a creation of a permanent financing arrangement for the EC.  Negotiations where opened for membership of Ireland, Denmark, and Norway.

In january 1972, after two years of negotiating. Ireland and Denmark joined as schedualed. However the people in Norway voted against a membership.

In 1979 and 1980, the British government, claiming that the value of it’s contributions was more than the value of benefits, attempted to change it’s terms of membership. The conflict was resolved during the spring of 1980 when several members agreed to pay a greater share of the EC costs. In 1984 it was agreed that the U.K. would receive a rebate of its annual contributions.

Greece joined the EC in 1981 and, after eight years of negotiating, Spain and Portugal joined 
The EMU

There are 7 euro notes. In different colours and sizes they are denominated in 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10 and 5 euros. The designs are symbolic for Europe's architectural heritage. They do not represent any existing monuments. Windows and gateways dominate the front side of each banknote as symbols of the spirit of openness and cooperation in the EU. The reverse side of each banknote features a bridge from a particular age, a metaphor for communication among the people of Europe and between Europe and the rest of the world. Final designs were announced in December 1996 at the Dublin, European Council. All notes will carry advanced security features.

There are 8 euro coins denominated in 2 and 1 euros, then 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 cents. Every euro coin will carry a common European face. On the obverse, each Member State will decorate the coins with their own motifs. No matter which motif is on the coins they can be used anywhere inside the 11 Member States. For example, a French citizen will be able to buy a hot dog in Berlin using a euro coin carrying the imprint of the King of Spain.The common European face of the coins represents a map of the European Union against a background of transverse lines to which are attached the stars of the European flag. The 1,2 and 5 cent coins put emphasis on Europe's place in the world while the 10, 20 and 50 present the Union as a gathering of nations. The 1 and 2 euro coins depict Europe without frontiers. Final designs were agreed at the European Council meeting in Amsterdam in June 1997.

The graphic symbol for the euro looks like an E with two clearly marked, horizontal parallel lines across it. It was inspired by the Greek letter epsilon, in reference to the cradle of European civilisation and to the first letter of the word 'Europe'. The parallel lines represent the stability of the euro. The official abbreviation for the euro is 'EUR'. It

In March 1979 the European Monetary System (EMS) was established as a first step towards an economic and monetary union. Plans to reach complete EMU by 1980 proved to be too much. Currencies of member states fluctuated against each other, and the devaluation of some currencies led to high inflation. The EMS was made to stabilize exchange. A common European Currency Unit (ECU) was introduced by which the exchange rates could be set. The ECU was comprised of all the EU currencies, weighted according to the economic importance of each country. The EMS also required member governments to take appropriate economic policy steps to prevent continued deviation from the central rate. The EMS helped lower inflation rates in the EC and eased the economic shock of global currency fluctuations during the 1980s. 
The most significant development in the EC during the 1980s was the progress towards a single European market. The campaign for the single market was led by Jacques Delors, a former French finance minister who became president of the European Commission in 1985. At a meeting in Milan, Italy, the commission proposed a seven-year timetable for removing nearly all the remaining trade barriers between member states. The European Council approved the plan, and the goal of achieving a single European market by December 31, 1993, accelerated reforms with the EC and increased cooperation and integration among member states. Ultimately, it led to the formation of the European Union.

Single European Act 
The fixed timetable for achieving the single market exposed the EC's need for greater power in order to resolve all the issues surrounding the elimination of trade barriers in time for the deadline. The Council of Ministers had to reach unanimous agreement on every decision, effectively giving any one member state veto power and thus slowing the political process. The Single European Act, introduced in December 1985 and approved by all 12 members by July 1987, established the first major changes to EC structure since the already established Treaties of Rome of 1957. Among the changes was the introduction of the weighted majority system which helped speed up the process of implementing the single market.
The Single European Act also made other important changes. The European Council, which had provided much of the impetus for the single market, was given formal status; the European Parliament was given greater voice and influence; and member states agreed to adopt common policies and standards on matters ranging from taxes and employment to health and the environment. In addition, the Court of First Instance was established to hear appeals of EC rulings brought by individuals, organizations, or corporations; and each member state resolved to bring its economic and monetary policies in line with its neighbours, using the EMS as a model.
Changes in Europe and the EC 
Supporters of an economic and monetary union argued that there could not be a single market as long as restrictions on money transfers and exchange premiums limited the free flow of capital. A three-stage plan for achieving EMU was suggested. At the same time, the commission proposed a social charter on human rights. The United Kingdom voiced opposition to both proposals, expressing concern that its sovereignty would be threatened if the power of the EC was expanded. However, the United Kingdom eventually joined the plan for EMU as changes swept throughout Europe causing the need for a swift and united response from the EC.
As Communism crumbled in eastern Europe, many of the former Communist countries looked to the EC for political and economic assistance. The EC agreed to military aid and association agreements with many of the countries, but ruled out immediate membership. An emergency summit in April 1990 made an exception for East Germany, allowing the country to be automatically incorporated into the EC upon completion of German reunification. At this same summit, West Germany and France proposed an intergovernmental conference (IGC) to pursue closer European unity in the wake of the rapid political upheaval. The British prime minister Margaret Thatcher opposed calls for increased unity, but in 1990 John Major became prime minister and adopted a more conciliatory approach towards the idea of European unity. The IGC, along with a similar conference working on a timetable for the EMU, began work on a series of agreements that became the Treaty on European Union.
Treaty on European Union 
Representatives from each of the EC countries negotiated the Treaty on European Union in 1991, and in December the European Council met at Maastricht, the Netherlands, to consider a draft version. After intense bargaining among members, the final treaty was signed by the European Council on February 7, 1992. A provision of the treaty mandated that the voters of each member state had to approve the of little importance because each national government kept control of its nuclear power programmes.
The Maastricht Treaty:

The Maastricht Treaty took place in 1992. The Treaty made all country boarders of no importance in the union. This would make it easier to travel from country to country in the European Union after the Maastricht Treaty. The Euro was also invented in this time period. The Maastricht Treaty was signed on the 7th of February 1992. Howeverorce on the 1st of November in 1993. This gave the European Union a whole new look on society. The European Community went to being a European Union.

The Presidency

A president is not just anyone. He has a lot of responabilitys that he has to take care of. They are:


-Arrange all the meatings. Also make neccessary decisions.


-Take time to try to solve all the problems presented by the council.


-Always do what is best for the EU.

The nationality of the presidents rotates in theis order:


Spain, Italy, Ireland, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, The United Kingdom, 
Austria, Germany, Finland, Portugal, France, Sweden, Belgium, Denmark and 
Greece.



The Presidents that have been from 1967-2000 are:


1967-1970: Mr. Jean Ray (Belgium)
1970-1972: Mr. Malfatti (Italy)
1973-1976: Mr. Franbois Ortoli (France)
1977-1980: Mr. Roy Jenkins (United Kingdom)
1981-1984: Mr. Gaston Thorn (Luxembourg)
1985-1994: Mr. Jacques Delors (France)
1995-2000: Mr. Jacques Santer (Denmark)

The European Parliament

The European Parliament represents all the citizens of the European 
Union. The main focus of the Parliament is to make new good laws. The laws must be flexible to all cultures and understandable for everyone. The Parliament must be able to control and use executive power. It's a big responsibility to be in the European Parliament. The Parliament resides in Brussels in Luxembourg. There are 626 members 
The members for the Parliament are chosen every five years, the people of the member countrys choose woh should sit in the parliament . In the European Parliament Denmark have 16 members, France, Italy and Germany together have 60 members. Ireland has 15, Luxembourg has six, The Netherlands has 25 and Belgium, Greece and Portugal together have 24 members. The amount of members is decided on the population of the member countrys.

The European Commission:

The European Commision focuses on making policys. Most of the time the acts are made or the European Commission has been in charge. The other institutions devote 
much of their energy and purpose to help out.


The European Court of Justice
 

The EU if it is to last. Must have legal rules. The European Communities should be conceived in a legal instrument - the Treaties of Paris and Rome. 

Not only is the Community a creature of the law, but it pursues its aims exclusively through a new body of law, Community law, which is independent, uniform in all the Member States of the Community, separate from, yet superior to national law, and many of whose provisions are directly applicable in all the Member States. 

Like any legal system the Community system needs a system of judicial safeguards when Community law is challenged or must be applied. 

The Court of Justice, as the judicial institution of the Community, is the backbone of that system of safeguards. Its judges must ensure that Community law is not interpreted and applied differently in each Member State, that as a shared legal system it remains a Community system and that it is always identical for all in all circumstances. 

In order to fulfil that role, the Court of Justice has the right to listen to quarrles or if an individual brakes one of the European Union laws. 

The development of the Court of Justice

Since the court was founded in 1952 since then more than 8,600 cases have been brought before the Court. By 1978 there were already 200cases a year. And in 1985 more than 400 cases brought. 

To cut down the amount of cases that where submited the Court of Justice made its Rules of Procedure to enable it to only deal with relevant cases. 

The Council set up a Court of First Instance. 

The aim of the creation of the Court of First Instance in 1989 was to strengthen the judicial safeguards available to individuals by introducing a second tier of judicial authority and enabling the Court of Justice to concentrate on its essential task, the uniform interpretation of Community law. 

European Council

The European Council brings together the Heads of State or Government of the fifteen Member States of the European Union and the President of the European Commission. It should not be confused with the Council of Europe (which is an international organisation) or with the Council of the European Union (which consists of the Ministers of the fifteen Member States).
The European Council is hosted by and takes place in the Member State holding the Presidency of the Council, and punctuates the political life and development of the European Union by meeting at least twice a year (generally in June and December). It is an important event: the presence in a European city of fifteen representatives with unimpeachable democratic credentials, accompanied by other Ministers and close collaborators, has for almost twenty-five years now been an eagerly awaited political event.
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The European Commission

The European Commission operates at the very heart of the European Union. Its role as the source of policy initiatives is unique; yet this role is not always clearly understood. The Commision strengthens the framework proided by the other groups or organisations within the EU.The benefits for citizens and companies In the Union e been considerable: freedom of movement, greater prosperity, much less red tape.

But the Commission has not done this alone. It works in close partnership with the other European institutions and with the governments of the Member States. Although the Commission makes the proposals, all the major decisions on important legislation are taken by the ministers of the Member States in the Council of the European Union, in co-decision (or, in some cases, consultation) with the democratically elected European Parliament.

The Commission consults widely with interested parties from all sectors and all walks of life when preparing draft legislation. In addition to its power of proposal, the Commission acts as the EU executive body and guardian of the Treaties. It represents the common interest and embodies, to a large degree, the personality of the Union. Its main concern is to defend the interests of Europe's citizens. The 20 members of the Commission are drawn from the 15 EU countries, but they each swear an oath of independence, distancing themselves from partisan influence from any source.

The Commission's job is to ensure that the European Union can attain its goal of an ever-closer union of its members. One of the principal tasks here is to secure the free movement of goods, services, capital and persons throughout the territory of the Union. The Commission must also ensure that the benefits of integration are balanced between countries and regions, between business and consumers and between different categories of citizens.

